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Up Coming Events: 

 

October 29, 2014: 
Early Dismissal 12:30 p.m. 

Parent Teacher Conference 

1:15 p.m. -  3:15 p.m. 

 

October 27—31, 2014: 
Red Ribbon 

 

November 11, 2014:  
PTO Meeting - 3:30 p.m.— 4:30 p.m. 

 

November 19, 2014: 
 Coffee with Principal 7:30 a.m. 

 

November 20, 2014 
Kindergarten Academic Night 

5:15 p.m.- 6:15 p.m. 

 

November 26-28, 2014 
Thanksgiving Break 

 

December 22-January 5 
Winter Break 

Dear Parents, 
 

Thank you very much for a great start to another successful year at McGowen Elemen-

tary!  It is hard to believe that we have been in school for nine weeks!  Our scholars have 

learned so much and we are excited about the progress that we are seeing.  As we continue 

to prepare our scholars to succeed at every level leading to college, we need your help.  As 

parents, you play a very important role in your child’s education.  We depend on you to 

see that your child is on time to school every day, homework is completed, they read for a 

minimum of 20 minutes every night and that they get the proper rest they need.  This year 

we have noticed that our attendance is down and our scholars are reporting to school after 

the tardy bell.  Please partner with us and commit to having your child at school daily on 

time.  When scholars arrive late they are missing the most critical subject of the day 

which is reading.  If they are unable to read they will not succeed in any other subject be-

cause reading is in everything that we do.  Scholars may enter the building at 7:00 a.m. 

each morning and instruction begins promptly at 7:30 a.m.  

 

Lastly, we would like to highly encourage each of you to become an active PTO member 

and/or a McGowen volunteer.  We look forward to seeing you on campus!   

 

Sincerely yours, 

Mrs. D. Arreola 

Principal 

To Parents and guardians, 

Remember that your child should read for at least 

20 minutes every night. Ask them to teach you 

what they learned at school because it will rein-

force their learning. Inquire about the reading com-

prehension skill they are working on this week and 

have them practice that skill at home.  If you are 

excited about what their learning, they will be ex-

cited to learn.  
 

Thank you for your cooperation! 

 A. Holloway, Instructional Specialist 

B. Phillips, Instructional Specialist 

McGowen Elementary provides an academically chal-

lenging environment, supports scholars in excelling to 

their full potential in a global society, and builds a founda-

tion that prepares scholars to succeed at each level leading 

to college. 

Our Mission 



Dear Pre-K Family: 
 

Research shows that vocabu-

lary is directly related to aca-

demic intelligence.  Building 

vocabulary is a very important 

language skill that will help 

your child be successful in 

school.  In an effort to make 

sure your students are on target 

and using their full academic 

potential, included are some 

vocabulary words for the theme 

we are currently using to teach 

skills. You can help by using 

these words in daily conversa-

tions with your child and hav-

ing your child use them in a 

complete sentence.  It is our 

intent to send vocabulary 

words home as each theme 

changes. Your active partici-

pation will greatly enhance 

your child’s academic devel-

opment.  

 

 seasons   
 
 

harvest  
 
 
Acorn 

 

 leaf 
 

 

fall 
 

 

pumpkin 
 

 

opposite 
 

 

 

cube 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Look what we’re learning to  

prepare for college! 

 

Reading:     Fiction and Nonfiction Text Fea-

tures, Sequence, Monitoring Comprehension, 

and High Frequency Words 

Math:    Compose and Decompose Numbers to 

120, Place Value to 120, Addition and Subtrac-

tion Word Problems to 50 

Science:   Matter and Sources of Energy  

Social Studies:  Understanding Good Citizen-

ship,   Understanding Celebrations, Understand-

ing Geography                                                                                              

Parents and scholars, 

 

We will begin High Frequency 

Testing from November 3rd- 14th. 

Please help your child by study-

ing the list of High Frequency  

Words that was sent home.  If 

you need another list, please re-

quest one from your child’s 

teacher.  

 

 

 

 

    
  

Pre-Kindergarten:  Building  lifelong learners  By: Pre-Kindergarten 

1st Grade: Preparing our Scholars for College! By !st Grade 
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Kindergarten: Creating a Successful Foundation By: Kindergarten  

Dear Parents, 
 

Our kindergarten students have been 

working hard and we are very proud 

of the progress that has been made. 

They have been learning about story 

elements, genres, financial literacy, 

and matter.  We want to encourage 

their academic growth by reminding  

you to read with your child 30 

minutes, reviewing homework, and 

asking what they’ve learned daily! 

  *Please remember school begins 

at 7:30 am. 
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“We Enter to Learn 

 and Leave to 

Achieve!!!” 

We are the  

Honeybees! 

We are in the process of plan-

ning several field trips and we 

need volunteers.  Please register 

online @ http://

www.houstonisd.org and bring 

your Texas Drivers License to 

the front office. 

 

few many 

sphere 

College week scholars step to higher 

education  in  their favorite shoes. 

http://www.houstonisd.org/Page/90800
http://www.houstonisd.org/Page/90800
https://www.google.com/url?q=http://www.usgbcnc.org/%3FVolunteer&sa=U&ei=JnwfU9zkF8u2rgHQjYHIAw&ved=0CDMQ9QEwAw&usg=AFQjCNFW-6zocp0eX7EOqjLPINJH0hYe3g


 

Our second grade students showed out and represented 

college week to the fullest! They dressed for success and 

made sure they showed just how bright their futures are. On 

Friday they participated in our COLLEGE WEEK pep rally 

and had a blast representing Prairie View A&M University. 

To keep them on the road to college, we need your help with 

a few things.  

 

Please help us get your child to college! 

 Read with your child for 20 minutes each night. 

 Check your child’s folder each day and help them to 

complete their homework. 

 Practice high-frequency words daily! First administra-

tion of high-frequency word test is approaching and 

your child must pass with a 70%. 

 Practice basic addition and subtraction math facts with 

your child. 

  

 

 To prepare for sub-

sequent lessons/tests 

and to consolidate 

what is being 

learned in lessons. 

 

Please help your child/

children with their 

homework assignments 

daily.  We are building a 

relationship between the 

school/home that ensures 

success for all students. 

Greetings 4th Grade Parents and Guardi-

ans 

 

Homework is a valuable supplement to 

the learning experience of all students here 

at McGowen. It has a number of different 

purposes:  

 To develop independent learning skills 

e.g. thinking and researching,  

 To prepare younger students for the 

demands of independent study and 

coursework. 

2nd Grade: Tools for success! By: Second Grade     

3rd Grade: Steps to success! By: 3rd Grade 
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Thank you for helping us to make the first nine weeks a successful one. How-

ever, we still have a lot to accomplish. Your scholars have worked hard thus 

far and we hope to take them even further this next nine weeks.  In order to 

make the second nine weeks even more successful, here are some things to 

note. 

 Your scholar will receive a behavior report every Friday which must be 

signed and brought back by the following Monday 

 This is a testing year for you scholar!  Read with them and make sure to 

go over homework every night in order to reinforce concepts learned in 

class 

 Any questions and concerns may be  directed to your scholar’s homeroom 

teacher. If conferencing is needed, please make sure to set an appoint-

ment!  

4th Grade: The path to success! By 4th 

Our very own Lady Bee Dancers and McGowen Honey 

Bee came out to celebrate College Week. 



 

Parents and Guardians, 

Please remember that school begins at 7:30 

am. We have several students who are tar-

dy to class. We want the students to have 

the opportunity to experience the entire les-

son and have a better understanding of con-

cepts by receiving the full amount of time 

allotted for each class. Also, please check 

the scholars backpacks daily, for home-

work assignments.  

Thanks, 

5th grade team 

 

5th Grade: High Expectation! 

McGowen Elementary 

6820 Homestead Rd 

Phone: 713-636-6979 

Fax: 713-636-6983 

 
 

Houston Independent School District 

Learning Together  

Tutorial Program 

United Way 
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McGowen Scholars are one step closer to college!!! 

McGowen SPOLIGTLIGHT! 

Scholars say  

thank  you  

for donations! 

 

Wesley U.M.C. one of  

McGowens community part-

ners, donated socks and under 

garment to students. 

Reyna Negret was selected to  participate at the The-

atre Under The Stars in The River Performance 

Troupe!   The troupe is a group of River students 

with disabilities who share a passion for musical 

theatre and performance. They perform alongside 

students from TUTS Humphrey School of Musical 

Theatre @ The River Celebration each winter, and 

perform at numerous community events throughout 

the year to share awareness about the talents and 

capabilities of individuals with disabilities.  
 

Tuesday, October 28, 2014: The River Performance Troupe performed on-

Great Day Houston. 

We appreciate our Parent volunteer for 

devoting her time. She has consistently 

assisted  in our cafeteria. Mrs. Dais as-

sures that lunchtime for our scholars is a 

smooth and safe process.  

  

Thank you Mrs. Dias! 

We would like to shout out 

to our United Way Ameri-

Corps members who facili-

tate the 5th grade mentor and 

3rd grade mentee Learning 

Together Reading Tutorial 

Program here at McGowen.  

  

                                                               

 

 

 

Krista Robinson, Jacqueline 

Chavez and Victoria Sota 


